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India withdrew the ban on the Congress and its constituent
parts. After a lapse of three years, the annual general session
of the Congress was held at Bombay and it re-affirmed India's
goal of complete independence. Mr. Gandhi retired from
leadership of the Congress and directed his attention solely to
the question of untouchability in Hindu social life. In the
autumn the Viceroy left India for a visit to England. The
Assembly passed the Indian States (Protection) Bill The
Indian Army Act (Amendment) received the approval of the
Assembly; it provides that Indian students of the Military
Academy at Dehra Dun may receive Dominion Commissions
in the King's name but " over the signature of the Governor-
General/' The Reserve Bank Bill was passed by the Assembly.
The Assembly was prorogued. In the election the Congress
Party gained 44 out of the 105 elective seats in the Assembly.
Similar success was recorded in Provincial elections. In Burma
a bitter controversy arose over the question of separation from
India. On November i the Report of the Joint Select Com-
mittee was laid before Parliament and three weeks later it was
published simultaneously in England and in India. On
December 3, at a meeting of the Council of the National Union
of the Conservative and Unionist Associations, Mr. Stanley
Baldwin explained the main principles underlying the recom-
mendations of the Majority Report of the Committee and
asked for their approval by the Conservative Party, The
Opposition was defeated by 1102 votes to 390. A week later
a debate on the Report continued for three days in the House
of Commons. The Opposition (the Labour Party) moved an
amendment that provision should be made in the new Indian
Constitution for the recognition of the right of India to Dominion
Status, The amendment was defeated by 491 votes to 49.
A Conservative motion for the rejection of the Report was
defeated by 410 votes to 127, In the House of Lords, Lord
Halifax's motion for the acceptance of the Report as a basis
for a constitutional settlement was carried by 239 votes to 62,
1935 - The Government of India Bill was published on January 25,
The second reading of the Bill was approved by the House of
Commons by 404 votes to 133 and third reading by 386 votes to
122, On June 7 the Bill came to the Lords and the first reading
was approved without a division. On June n the Marquess of

